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Black History Month Programs, flyers and posters – ( 19 images) 

Since 1957, the Society has annually observed Black History Month. 

Posters, programs and flyers depict annual themes, speakers or guests, with  
images and graphics of the day. 

Black History Month issues were timely, the keynote speakers and guests the 
best the Society could find. 

These items are testaments to the longevity of the Society and its goal of annual 
observance of Black History Month. 
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Poster, Negro History Week, 1961 
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Program, Negro History Week, 1965, Keynote Address 
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Program, Negro History Week, 1965
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Photo, Negro History Week, 1966, 
San Francisco Mayor Joseph Shelley, 
and Society’s Grandvel Jackson and 
Donneter Lane, Society’s 1st Negro 
History Week Proclamation 
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Poster, Negro History Week, 1966  Poster, Negro History Week, 1967 
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Poster, Negro History Week, 1968           Poster, Negro History Week , 1970



Program, Negro History Week, 1970, Keynote Address
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Flyer, Black History Week, 1971         Calendar of Events, Black History Week, 1976
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Souvenir Booklet, Black History Week, 1978 , Poster, Black History Month, 1981
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Program, African American History Month, 1991
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Program, Black History Month, 2004
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Political Lapel Buttons, 1950-2000
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Political Lapel Buttons – (2 images) 

One of the Society’s most prized artifacts is the “Goodlett for Governor” lapel 
button. Note names from the past: D’Army Bailey, Gene Brown and of course, Willie 
Brown. Burton is included as an ally to African Americans.

In the second image, we see support for and against positions or an announcement 
as a member of a group or movement.  How many can you identify? Notably among 
these are the Western Addition EOCC, pro-vaccination and W.E.B. Dubois Clubs’ 
buttons. 

Political lapel buttons generally carried a union labor emblem along the outer rim. 
Some buttons were simply for a laugh.
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Oral Histories of Afro Americans Residing in San Francisco Prior to WWII 

Oral histories produced by the Society and the Friends of the Public Library, 
available digitally at SFPL and the Internet Archive. These are interviews with 
African Americans, many of whom were born in San Francisco, describing their 
origins, early life and activities, adult work and family life. Augustis Alberga, Ray 
Thompson, Helen and Kline Wilson, and Naomi Anderson Johnson are just a few of 
these elders that were interviewed in the mid-70s. 
Hear audio from the interviews at DigitalSF:
https://digitalsf.org/search?c=Afro-American+Oral+Histories%2C+pre-
WWII&cc=Afro-American+Oral+Histories%2C+pre-WWII&ln=en
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Birdies “Wedding” Photo  - (1 image) 
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Birdies “Wedding” Photo  - (1 image) 

Freddie and Pearl Birdies came to and met in San Francisco in the late 1940’s, 
raised a child and grandchild, were involved in their church, and lived well 
enough to purchase a home in Bernal Heights. This is a sweet photo of the two. 

Photos have been painted and overlaid on a sculpted base; select items project 
outward giving Freddie’s tie and Pearl’s earrings a three-dimensional effect.

The item was made by the Pacific Sculpture Company, 821 Market St., San 
Francisco. Several similar items have been found on Facebook and elsewhere on 
the Internet.  
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These are just a few of the artifacts in the Society archive that document the 
presence of African Americans in San Francisco.

These objects:
- represent a historical context
- reveal the social, cultural and political life of African Americans 
- Illuminate the Society’s leadership role in observing Black History Month over 

the past 71 years in San Francisco  


